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PREFACE 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Roys ton,  Herts* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Royston  Urban  District  Council* 

1  MR*  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1968* 

The  population  of  Royston  increased  by  a  little  more  than  in  1967* 

This  must  partly  still  be  due  to  migration  into  the  town  although  the  birth 
rate  increased  considerably  and  was  higher  than  the  remainder  of  England 
and  Wales,  the  county  and  the  division  as  a  whole*  Again  there  were  no 
maternal  deaths* 

No  deaths  occurred  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  but  there 
were  five  still-births. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  very  similar  to  that  of  196? » 
the  commonest  cause  of  death  remaining  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood 
vessels  with  the  second  commonest  being  cancer*  The  death  rate  for 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  remained  rather  higher  than  that 
for  the  rest  of  the  County*  Again  no  deaths  occurred  from  tuberculosis 
or  any  other  infective  disease* 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  more  than  doubled  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year* 

No  outbreaks  of  serious  epidemic  disease  occurred  during  the  year  and 
the  state  of  public  health  in  Royston  continues  to  be  most  satisfactory* 

The  typhoid  epidemic  which  occurred  in  June  1968  in  the  Hitchin  area 
revealed  no  contacts  of  cases  in  Royston.  A  summary  however  is  included 
for  interest 

TYPHOID  OUTBREAK  AT  HITCHIN 

On  Friday  31st  May,  1968,  an  Indian  (Sikh)  boy,  aged  two 
years,  was  admitted  to  hospital,  with  diarrhoea,  vomiting  and 
some  fever.  He  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  discharged 
on  Sunday  2nd  June,  1968. 

During  his  weekend  stay  in  hospital,  a  wedding  was 
celebrated  at  the  patient's  home:  this  was  attended  by  all 
the  members  of  household  (fourteen  persons,  from  two  families), 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  (who  were  not  members  of  the  household), 
the  officiating  priest,  and  numbers  of  Indian  wedding  guests/ 
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who  came  both  from  the  immediate  neighbourhood  in  Hitchin,  and 
from  other  areas  such  as  Stevenage  and  Leicester.  The  bride 
and  bridegroom  immediately  went  to  live  in  Coventry. 

Following  the  child 's  return  home  from  hospital  on 
Sunday  2nd  June,  it  is  clear  that  he  did  not  remain  well  for 
long,  for  he  was  re-admitted  on  Tuesday  4th  June  with  severe 
toxaemia,  diarrhoea,  vomiting  and  fever.  Investigations 
initiated  during  the  next  few  days  gave  a  positive  blood 
culture  for  the  typhoid  bacillus. 

The  following  courses  of  action  were  now  adopted: 

1)  Contacts  of  the  case  were  traced  with  a  view  to 
placing  them  under  surveillance. 

2)  Children  at  his  home  were  excluded  from  school. 

3)  Three  members  of  the  household  were  excluded  from 
work  as  they  were  food  handlers:  one  of  these 
people  was  a  female  who  worked  in  a  chicken  packing 
factory  in  the  rural  district. 

4)  Guests  at  the  wedding  were  traced  with  a  view  to 
placing  them  under  surveillance. 

3)  It  was  decided  that,  in  general,  specimens  of  blood 

urine  and  faeces  should  be  examined  from  all  contacts. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  episode  (Friday  13th  June) 
a  typhoid  carrier  was  detected  bacteriologically,  as  the  chicken 
packer  who  lived  in  the  same  house  as  the  first  case. 

Because  of  her  association  with  the  chicken  packing  factory, 
the  factory  was  closed,  and  all  the  workers  there  were  treated 
as  contacts.  This  patient  was  admitted  to  St.  Albans  City 
Hospital  Isolation  Unit. 

t  ■«».-'  1.  •*.  '  J  V  '•  '  J  L  t  » 

In  the  course  of  tracing  the  contacts  of  both  the  original 
case  and  the  carrier,  close  attention  was  paid  to  five  groups 
of  people. 

1)  Relevant  patients  and  staff  at  the  hospital  where  the 
first  case  was  hospitalised. 

2)  Guests  at  the  wedding  mentioned  above:  it  will  be 
recalled  that  the  wedding  occurred  during  the  child's 
first  clinical  illness*  before  a  diagnosis  had  been 
reached,  or  even  suspected. 

3)  Members  of  the  household  (fourteen  persons)  of  the 
original  case. 


4)  Staffs  of  local  food  shops  from  which  members  of  the 
household  purchased  their  food, 

5)  Staff  at  the  chicken  packing  factory. 

With  the  passage  of  time,  contacts  at  the  hospital  and  the 
chicken  packing  factory  were  cleared  and  it  was  re-opened  in  three 
days.  Various  members  of  the  household  from  which  both  the 
confirmed  case  and  the  carrier  originated  were  hospitalised,  either 
because  their  blood  sera  gave  suspicious  reactions,  or  for  social 
reasons.  No  further  cases  from  this  group  were  confirmed. 

Only  one  food  shop  was  relevant  to  the  outbreak  -  a  general 
store  run  by  an  Indian  family;  this  family  had  not  infrequent 
social  and  commercial  contact  with  members  of  the  household 
yielding  the  first  case.  The  wife  of  the  proprietor  of  this  shop 
seemed  vaguely  unwell;  and  was  admitted  to  hospital  (together  with 
her  infant  son),  the  shop  was  closed,  and  food  and  other  samples 
examined.  Contacts  and  food  samples  were  cleared  and  the  shop  v/as 
re-opened  in  two  days. 

Guests  and  participants  at  the  wedding  were  traced  at  Hitchin, 
Leicester,  Coventry  and  Stevenage,  All  were  quickly  cleared 
except  one  -  an  Indian  male  resident  in  England  for  some  years. 

His  blood  cultures  however  proved  uniformly  negative. 

Observations: 

1)  At  the  onset  it  was  thought  that  the  general  store  run 
by  the  Indian  family  may  have  been  the  source  of  this 
typhoid  outbreak;  it  became  clear  very  soon  that  this 
was  not  the  case.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the 
proprietor's  wife  had  been  admitted  to  hospital 

and  that  her  infant  son  had  been  admitted  to  hospital 
with  her. 

2)  At  about  the  same  time  a  small  boy  from  the  same  house 
as  the  first  case,  who  had  been  hospitalised  for 
social  reasons,  was  found  to  be  harbouring  a  strain 

of  Salmonella  panama  in  his  faeces, 

3)  The  bride  at  the  wedding  was  a  young  Indian  who 
entered  Britain  on  2nd  May  1968  from  India,  some  five 
weeks  prior  to  the  start  of  the  episode  and  had  lived 
in  the  same  house  as  both  confirmed  oases;  because 
she  v/as  the  only  new  entrant  into  the  relevant  part  of 
the  Indian  community  in  Hitchin,  and  because  of  her 
close  contact  with  both  it  was  thought  that  she  might 
herself  be  a  carrier  or  more  probably  a  convalescent 
case.  The  organism  however  was  not  isolated. 
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Source  of  the  Outbreak: 


The  three  possible  sources  of  infection  in  this  outbreak 
were  food,  a  case,  and  a  carrier;  water  was  not  seriously 
considered  as  a  possible  source. 

1)  Food:  food  samples  from  the  shop  supplying  the  Sikh 
community  and  from  the  household  in  which  the  cases 
occurred  were  sampled  within  the  first  few  days  and 
all  were  negative. 

Chickens  from  the  chicken-packing  factory 

were  also  sampled  and  found  to  be  negative  within 

the  same  period. 

2)  A  case:  The  bride,  who  arrived  from  India  a  few  weeks 
before  the  first  case  occurred  and  lived  in  the 
closest  possible  contact  was  considered  a  likely 
source:  she  was  young  and  likely  to  recover  from 
typhoid  without  producing  a  carrier  state.  It  is 
possible  that  she  infected  both  the  woman  and  the 
child  as  a  convalescent  case.  Her  bacteriological 
findings  carried  out  in  Coventry  were,  however, 
negative;  but  this  is  not  necessarily  contra-indicative 
of  being  the  source. 

3)  A  carrier:  It  is  easiest  to  attribute  the  source 
of  the  outbreak  to  the  woman  found  both  bacterio- 
logically  and  serologically  positive  within  two 
days  of  the  outbreak  and  living  in  the  same  house 
as  the  child  and  the  bride:  she  had,  however, 
lived  in  this  country  for  some  three  years  and  had 
not  re-visited  India  during  that  time.  It  might 
be  postulated  that  the  lack  of  a  typhoid  outbreak 
before  June  1968  could  be  due  to  her  intermittency 
as  a  carrier;  she  is,  however,  now  a  persistent 
excretor  and  must  be  considered  a  permanent  carrier. 

In  my  opinion  the  source  of  the  outbreak  as  a  choice  between 
the  bride  and  the  present  carrier  cannot  be  made. 


Summary : 


A  small  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  (ere 


carrier),  restrict'::'  be  the  India n  ( 
described.  Afte-  the  main  episc  !-■ 

Examination  of  the  >;  wo  : solaces  of  S 

be  of  ’phage  type  0*  (origin  India) s 


r or farmed  case  and  one 
:m:  ;n\it7  a.t  Hitchin  as 
ndary  cases  developed. 
a  typra  showed  them  to 
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Total  number  of  Sikhs  examined  167 

Total  number  with  positive  serological  findings  28 

Percentage  positive  17 

Total  number  of  contacts  examined  other  than  Sikhs  156 
Total  number  with  positive  serological  findings  9 
Percentage  positive  6 

Number  of  contacts  traced  and  sampled  223 

The  cost  of  this  small  outbreak  to  Hitchin  Urban  &  Rural  Districts 
should  not  be  ignored,  incurred  by  closure  of  the  chicken-packing 
factory  for  three  days,  and  of  a  shop  for  two  days.  It  would  seem 
that  a  district,  no  matter  its  size,  is  vulnerable  if  it  includes  in 
its  area  a  factory  of  this  kind:  had  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  not  been  able  to  act  in  testing  samples  so  expeditiously, 
the  bill  to  the  District  Councils  could  well  have  been  greater  than 
they  could  reasonably  stand.  The  present  legislation,  making  each 
local  district  council  responsible  for  debts  of  this  kind,  appears 
to  be  unrealistic. 

I  would  record  my  gratitude  for  the  advice  and  services  given 
by  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Luton, 

Dr.  A.T.  Willis,  during  the  outbreak;  for  a  period  of  five  days  - 
including  a  weekend  -  the  laboratory  staff,  the  staff  of  the  local 
district  councils  (especially  the  public  health  inspectors)  and  the 
staff  of  the  local  health  authority  were  working  without  remission 
in  tracing  and  obtaining  samples  from  contacts.  I  would  also 
record  my  gratitude  to  the  members  and  the  Clerks  of  the  local 
authorities  concerned  for  their  support. 


I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  public  health, 
health  and  welfare  staff  in  Royston,  including  those  concerned  with 
administration, for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.D.  HALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

Bedford  Road, 

Hitchin,  Hertfordshire. 


Telephone  No:  Hitchin 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  General  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres)  1*637 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  Resident  Population 

Mid-1968 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  Dec ember, 1968 
Rateable  Value 
Net  product  of  Id  rate 

(b)  Physical  and  Social  Conditions  • 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  for 
mid  1968  revealed  an  overall  increase  of  220.  The  natural 
increase  of  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  55 • 


7,320 

2,19* 

£400.524- 

£1*55?  irl, 


55 

74 


ROYSTON  VITAL  STATISTICS  1968 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males  . Females  TOTAL 


Total 

76 

^3 

139 

Legitimate 

69 

5? 

128 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Live  Birth  Rate  (uncorrected)  per  1,000  population 

19.0 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  population 

18.2 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of  total  live  births 
STILL-BIRTHS: 

. .  . 

7.9 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still -births 

- 

Total  live  and  still -births 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

79 

65 

144 

Total 

- 

- 

Legitimate 

mm 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

- 

0.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

- 

- 

0.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. 
Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 

■ 

0.0 

total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

— 

— 

0.0 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under  1 

— 

0.0 

week  combined per  1,000  total  live  and  still -births 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  INCLUDING  ABORTION: 

— 

- 

3^.7 

Number  of  deaths 

- 

~ 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

- 

- 

TOTAL  DEATHS: 

33 

46 

84 

Death  Rate  (uncorrected) 

11.5 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

- 

- 

10.6 

Natural  increase  of  population 

- 

- 

55 

Overall  increase  of  population  ^ 

i 

220 
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POPULATION  STATIST 

District 
1968 
Roys ton 

PICS. 

North  .  Hertford- 

Ilertford-  j  shire, 
shire. 

Division  | 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Population  7 , 320 

154,550  j  892,470 

48,593,000 

jive  Births  (Crude)  19*0 

jive  Births  (Corrected)  18.2 

18.0  j  16.2 
; 15.2 

16.9 

Death  Rate  -  all  causes  Crude  11.5 

Death  Rate  -  All  causes  corrected  10.6 

8.9 

9.3 

10.7 

11.9 

Infective  and  Parastitic  Diseases 

excluding  Tuberculosis,  but 

including  Syphillis  and  other  V.D.  0.0 

0.006 

0.05 

_ 

! 

L  - 

ruberculosis: 

Respiratory  0.0 
Other  Forms  0.0 
All  forms  0.0 

0.006 

0.02 

0.02 

;  — J 

0.21 

0.04 

0.25 

0.03 

0.13 

* 

Cancer: 

Lungs  and  bronchus  0.40 

Other  1.6 

/ — 

•  • 

O  H 

1.93 

0.39 

1.72 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  2.2 

1.23  j  1.32 

- 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  5*0 

3.28  1  2.84 

f 

- 

Respiratory  Diseases  1.2 

....  . . . .  .  . 

1.03  ;  1.38 

i  I 

- 

Maternal  Mortality  0.0 

-  j  0.14  | 

1 

0.24 

Infantile  Mortality  0.0 

17.5  | 

16.16 

18.0 

Neonatal  Mortality  0*0 

10.7 

L_ l 

11.12  !  12.4 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  0.0. 

i 

10.4  j  9.94  '  10.5 

J  ;  * 

Perinatal  Mortality  34.7  24.7  “  22.58 

25.0 

Still -Births  34.7  i  14.4  ;  12.76  j  14.0 

*  i 

j 
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DIVISIONAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  1968 


Males 

Females 

j  TOTAL 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Total 

1,441 

1,347 

2,788 

Legitimate 

1,330 

1,266 

2,596 

Illegitimate 

111 

81 

192 

Live  Birth  Rate  (uncorrected)  per  1,000  population 

- 

- 

18.0 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  population 

- 

«• 

- 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of  total  live 

6.9 

births • 

- 

- 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Total 

18 

23 

41 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still -births 

- 

- 

14.4 

Total  live  and  still -births 

1,459 

1,371 

2,829 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Total 

29 

20 

49 

Legitimate 

28 

17 

43 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

- 

- 

17.3 

Legitimate  Inf ants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

- 

- 

17.3 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

20.8 

births 

- 

- 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

•• 

10.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  live  births) 

9.7 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still -births  and  deaths 

under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still -births) 

- 

«• 

24.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  INCLUDING  ABORTION: 

Number  of  deaths 

•0 

~  . 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still -births 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  DEATHS: 

677 

713- 

•  1,390* 

Death  Rate  (uncorrected) 

- 

- 

8.9 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

- 

- 

-  ” 

Natural  increase  of  population 

- 

- 

1,398 

Overall  increase  of  population 

i 

— 

3,770 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  -  Section  22  -  Roys t on . 
Ante-Natal  Booking-Clinics 

The  completion  of  the  attachment  of  midwives  to  groups  of  general 
practitioners  made  ante-natal  booking  sessions  at  some  clinics 
unnecessary  and  ante-natal  cases  were  seen  at  general  practitioner’s 
surgeries#  This  was  the  case  at  Royston# 

Ante-Natal  Instruction  Classes 

In  1968  attendances  remained  at  the  same  level  as  1967*  Ante-Natal 
instruction  classes  are  important,  not  only  in  their  teaching  of  relaxation 
exercises  but  in  the  opportunity  they  afford  for  the  general  instruction 
of  nursing  mothers. 

Clinic.  No.  of 

attendances  1968. 

Royston  37& 


INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  1st  Tuesday  2-4  p.m.  Dr.  J.K. Snell 

Lady  Dacre  Rooms, 

Market  Hill,  Royston.  Friday  2-4  p.m.  Health  Visitor. 

CHILD  HEALTH  ASSESSMENT  UNIT 

The  Sheldon  Report  on  the  child  health  services  recommended  the  setting  up 
of  special  units  or  panels  to  which  children  with  special  medical  problems  could 
be  referred. 

This  unit  has  now  been  established  in  North  Hertfordshire  with  the  approval 
of  the  local  medical  committee  and  general  practitioners  and  commenced  in 
September  1968;  weekly  sessions  are  held  alternating  between  the  Southgate 
Outpatients  Clinic,  Stevenage  and  the  Health  Centre,  Bedford  Road,  Hitchin. 

Dr.  C.G.  Fagg,  Consultant  Paediatrician,  is  in  charge  of  the  unit  and  is 
supported  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  appropriate  clerical 
staff.  General  Practitioners  may  refer  any  child  to  the  unit  themselves. 

The  establishment  and  maintenance  of  an  Observation  ("At  Risk”)  Register 
is  a  necessary  accompaniment  to  this  unit  and  the  special  medical  examination 
of  children  considered  to  be  "At  Risk"  has  been  in  operation  for  some  time. 

Such  children  are  those  in  the  following  categories:-  family  history  of  deafness; 
family  history  of  diabetes;  ante-partum  haemorrhage;  rhesus  incompatability; 
rubella  in  first  four  months  of  pregnancy;  severe  toxaemia;  nephritis  during 
pregnancy;  difficult  labour;  anoxia;  birth  weight  or  less;  cerebral  damage; 

neo-natal  jaundice.  These  children  are  examined  routinely  at  3  months,  one  year/ 
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two  years,  three  years  and  four  years  and  any  children  found  to  be  in  normal 
health  are  removed  from  the  register  at  the  age  of  l8  months*  Children  who 
are  found  on  examination  to  have  a  condition  likely  to  affect  their 
education  or  future  are  referred  to  the  Child  Health  Assessment  Unit  and 
the  Consultant  Paediatrician  is  in  a  position  to  call  on  the  most  suitable 
agencies,  including  his  Consultant  colleagues  for  opinions  or  help* 

It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  setting  up  of  this  unit  will  enable  a  morje 
thorough  supervision  of  difficult  problems  to  be  maintained  and  that  it  will  be 
of  benefit  to  the  community  as  a  whole* 

Attendances  at  this  unit  so  far  as  follows: - 


Children  born  in  1968 

1967  j  1966 

1965 

1964  and  over 

■  r- 

♦ 

Royston  j  1 

j  1 

-  i  1 

1 

- 

- 

One  medical  officer  reported  an  increase  in  napkin  rashes  during  1968  and 
considers  this  due  to  over-medication  with  proprietory  creams  and  excessive  use 
of  detergents  and  special  rinses* 


At  the  recommendation  of  the  Sheldon  Report  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  now 
renamed  Child  Health  Clinics.  It  is  hoped  that  a  new  clinic  will  shortly  be 
opened  at  Trotts  Hill  Infant  School  in  Stevenage.  During  the  year  four  nurses 
have  attended  the  County*s  District  Nurse  Training  Course  in  Welwyn  Garden  City. 

PREMATURE  INFANTS: 

A  premature  infant  is  one  which  weighs  ^Ibs  or  less  at  birth* 

Observations  on  the  risks  of  prematurity  are  included  elsewhere  in  the 
discussion  on  divisional  vital  statistics. 


PREMATURE  INFANTS  BORN  IN  1968 


District 

Born  Alive  j  Stillbirths 

Died  under 

28  days 

No. who  survived 
28  days. 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp* 

Total 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp. 

1'* 

Total 

No. 

removed 
to  hosp. 
after 
birth 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp. 

Total 

Born 

At 

Home 

Born 

in 

Hosp, 

i 

Total 

Royston 

7 

7 

- 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

•1 

7 

7 
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MIDWIFERY  -  SECTION  23  -  ROYSTON 


Ante  Natal  Instruction  classes  continue  to  be  held  in  all  the  clinics  but 
the  actual  ante-natal  care  and  supervision  is  provided  either  in  the  G.P's 
surgery  or  in  the  home* 

Entonox  (Gas  and  Oxygen)  has  now  completely  replaced  gas  and  air  and  all 

I  the  midwives  have  been  instructed  in  its  use*  During  the  year  31  pupil 
midwives  from  North  Herts  Maternity  Unit  have  been  placed  in  Hitchin,  Stevenage 
and  Letchworth  for  part  of  their  training  and  have  had  good  experience  working 
with  the  Approved  Teaching  Midwives* 

The  County  Council1 s  policy,  with  the  decline  in  birth  rate  and  of 
domiciliary  confinements,  to  appoint  district  nurse/midwives  continued  during  1968* 

All  midwives  are  authorised  to  use  their  private  motor  cars  on  official 
business  and  the  County  Council,  in  common  with  other  local  authorities,  operate 
an  assisted  car-purchase  scheme  for  staff  classified  as  "essential  users"# 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 


Ante-Natal  visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  269 
Home  Condition  Reports  for  Hospitals  26 
Ante-Natal  Session  -  General  Practitioner  1 
Deliveries  -  Home  33 
Deliveries  -  Hospital  109 
Total  -  Live  and  Stillbirths  142 
Early  Discharge  -  Hospital  -  48  hours  7 


HEALTH  VISITING  -  SECTION  24  -  ROYSTON* 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitor ’s  has  tended  to  expand  during  the  year  and 
developmental  tests  of  young  children  are  now  routinely  performed*  Progress  has 
also  been  made  in  the  eye  testing  of  school  children  with  the  introduction  of 
the  Keystone  Machine,  which  also  discovers  latent  squints  and  colour  blindness* 

One  health  visitor  was  employed  during  1968  with  the  assistance  of  one 
State  Registered  Nurse  who  attended  school  and  infant  welfare  clinic 
sessions. 


Child  Welfare  Visits  2,037 
Aged  Visits  177 
Others  Visits  l,08l 
School  Inspections  Sessions  86 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sessions  198 
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HOME  NURSING  -  SECTION  25  -  ROYSTON 


The  staff  of  the  home  nursing  service  in  Royston  at  31st  December,  1968 
consisted  of  one  full  time  district  nurse/midwife  and  one  part  time  district 
nurse/midwife.  The  staff  who  are  able  to  drive  cars  are  either  authorised 
to  use  their  own  vehicles  on  official  business,  or  have  been  provided  with 
county  owned  motor  vehicles. 

The  following  are  statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  the  home 
nurses  in  1968.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  made  4,821  visits  to 
206  patients.  52$  of  the  patients  nursed  were  aged  65  or  over  and 
they  were  visited  on  J>,809  occasions.  79$  of  all  visits,  therefore  were 
made  to  this  age  group. 

LAUNDRY  SERVICE: 

No  laundry  service  is  yet  available  in  the  area*  Incontinent 
pads  are  available  and  each  district  nurse  made  her  own  individual 
arrangements  for  laundry. 


HOME  NURSING. 


Classification 

No .of  cases  attended 

No .of  visits  made 

t 

[Medical 

128 

3,860 

[Surgical 

74 

942 

'Tuberculosis 

- 

[Others 

4 

19 

|  TOTALS 

206 

4,821 

'Patients  included  above  who  were  aged 

:65  or  over. 

108 

3,809 

Children  included  above  who  were  under 

5  or  less 

10 

46 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  -  SECTION  27  -  NORTH  HERTS. 

Number  of  patients  conveyed 

66,017 

Number  of  journeys 

24,182 

Total  Mileage 

346,031 

Details  of  Journeys: 

Accidents 

1,624 

Sudden  Illness 

586 

Removals 

62,937 

Maternity 

870 

TOTAL 

66,017 

The  divisional  area  is  served  by  the  County  Ambulance  Station  at  St. 
George*s  Way,  Stevenage.  The  Area  Supervisor  is  Mr.  J.  Sweetman  who  has 
kindly  supplied  the  above  statistics. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS:  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE  -  SECTION  28 


NORTH  HERTS 

The  provision  of  the  medical  loans  service  continued  to  be 
delegated  to  the  voluntary  organisations  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
!  and  the  St*  J ohn f s  Ambulance  Brigade*  No  change  was  made  and  many  items 
!  such  as  back  rests,  air  rings,  bed  pans,  etc*,  were  included*  More  expensive 
equipment  was  provided  directly  by  County  Hall  and  patients  have  benefited 
from  the  use  of  ripple  beds,  hydraulic  hoists,  bath  seats  etc* 

Forty-four  patients  were  recommended  by  their  family  doctors  for  a 
convalescent  holiday  and  these  were  mainly  spent  at, County  Hall *s 
convalescent  home  at  St*  Loonard 's— on— Sea* 

CHEST  CLINIC: 


Health  Visiting 

Tuberculosis  Households  -  Visits  319 

B.C.G*  Follow  up  -  Visits  64 

Contatcs  -  Visits  263 

Non-Tuberculosis  -  Visits  116 

New  Cases 

Immigrants  10 

Others  22 

Contacts  of  New  Cases  166 

Heaf  negative  39 

B*C.G.  vaccination  95 


VENERAL  DISEASES 


Number  of 

Special  Clinic  ! Total  all  !  _  , 

!  Venereal  i - 

j Conditions 

Primary  and 
•  Secondary 

t 

I 

New  Cases  in  1968 
is  j  Gonorrhoea 

1 

Other | 

1 

j 

j 

j 

Other 

Venereal 

Conditions 

I 

! 

i 

Addenbrooke *s  Hospital, 
Cambridge  >.  22 

i 

, 

1 

— 

— 

1 

21  | 

Lister  Hospital, Hitchin  226 

- 

2 

44 

180 

j  TOTAL  j  248 

1 

2 

4 

44 

201 

i 

All  venereal  conditions  increased  by  13%  in  1968,  this  figure  however,  is 
probably  not  statistically  valid  and  does  not  reveal  the  true  incidence  in 
North  Hertfordshire. 
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MEALS  ON  WHEELS  -  ROYSTON 


Meals  on  Wheels  Services  were  in  operation  in  all  parts  of  the  division 
in  1968,  Under  the  provisions  of  the  scheme  meals  are  provided  to  people 
suffering  from  malnutrition  or  who  are  unable  to  cook  their  own  meals 
due  to  disability  or  infirmity. 


District  No.  of 
Persons 


Frequency  Total 

 Meals . 


Royston  22  Twice  Weekly  1,719 


The  problems  of  organisation  of  a  Meals  on  Wheels  service  are  often 
very  great  and  I  would  like  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  the  following 
W.R.V.S.  Centre  organisers  for  thier  work  during  the  year:-  Miss  D.  Jacklin. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  -  SECTION  4? 

This  section  of  the  Act  is  concerned  with  the  compulsory  removal  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  from  their  homes  on  a  Court  Order,  or  in  emergency 
on  an  Order  signed  by  two  Medical  Practitioners  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Such  a  person  may  be  removed  to  a  County  Home  or  hospital  provided  that  all 
Sections  of  the  Act  are  satisfied. 

Such  action  was  not  necessary  during  1968. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  SECTIONS  21  -  36: 

During  1968  the  shortage  of  geriatric  beds  at  Lister  Hospital  continued 
to  cause  difficulties  in  the  admission  of  patients  from  County  Council  Old 
Peoples  Homes  despite  the  utmost  help  and  co-operation  from  Dr.  C.  Firth  - 
Consultant  Geriatrician. 

The  heavy  demand  for  residential  accommodation  continued  -  the  waiting 
list  being  eighteen  men  and  sixty  women.  The  position  will  not  be  eased  by 
Governmental  restrictions  on  new  buildings. 
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BLIND  WELFARE  -  ROYSTON, 


District  j  No 
s 


•  of  Registered 
Blind  Persons* 


i 


No*  of  Registered 
Partially  sighted 
persons • 


j  'No.  of  Registered  Blind 

and  partially  sighted 
persons  with  other  hand¬ 
icaps  including  deafness 
and  mental  subnormality* 


Roys ton 


17 


3 


3 


Patients  were  visted  at  varying  intervals  throughout  the  year  according 
to  their  separate  needs*  Lessons  were  given  in  typewriting,  Braille  and  Moon, 
and  handicraft  lessons*  Applications  were  made  for  wirelesses,  talking  books, 
holidays  and  grants  and  orders  were  made  for  R.N.I*B*  apparatus*  Other 
associations,  etc*,  were  contacted  where  necessary*  Several  outing  to  the 
seaside  and  country  were  arranged* 

Mental  Health  Act*  1939  ~  Sections  25*  2 6  and  29* 

During  1968,  100  patients  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  on  compulsory 
Orders  and  l4  were  admitted  on  an  informal  basis* 

The  Social  Workers  dealt  with  373  mental  health  cases  during  1968. 

Training  Centres 

Junior  Training  Centre,  Bedford  Road,  Hitchin* 


Special  Care  Unit  9 
General  Unit  43 
Nursery  17 

TOTAL  69 


Adult  Training  Centre,  Leyden  Road,  Stevenage* 

Trainees  on  roll  1st  January  1968 
Trainees  on  roll  31st  December  1968 

joined  the  Centre  during  1968 
left  the  Centre  during  1968* 


12  Males  ) 
9  Females  ) 

8  Males  ) 
3  Females  ) 


33 

^3 
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Health  Education 


All  members  of  the  staff  are  involved  in  health  education,  whatever  their 
appointment  may  be,  but  in  addition  the  health  visitors  have  given  many  talks 
illustrated  by  films  and  film  strips,  these  include :- 


14  sessions 

with 

2 

n 

it 

3 

11 

11 

2 

n 

it 

2 

It 

It 

7 

II 

II 

school  children  of  all  ages  on  general  health  and 
and  human  biology. 

Parent/Teacher *s  Association  on  Sex  Education. 
Couples  hoping  to  adopt  babies 
Expectant  parehts  when  the  film  "To  Janet  a  Son" 
was  shown  and  discussed. 

Young  Wives  and  Youth  Leaders  on  the  work  of  the 
Health  Visitor  and  Adolescence. 

Guides  and  Scouts  on  First  Aid. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE  -  SECTION  29 


Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  31  •  12*  68.  62 

Number  of  Good  Neighbours  employed  at‘31«  12 •  68.  11  ■ 


In  March  the  Part-Time  Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser,  Mrs.  E.C.Wigg, 
retired  and  it  was  decided  not  to  appoint  another  Assistant  -  but  to  make  a 
new  establishment  of  Full-Time  Area  Home  Help  Organiser  to  take  over  the 
Letchworth,  Baldock  and  Roys ton  areas,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Divisional 
Home  Help  Organiser,  Mrs.  O.M,  Benton,  Mrs.  A.  Eccles  was  appointed  to  this 
post  in  November. 


GROUPS  RECEIVING  ASSISTANCE 


No.  of  cases 

No.  of  hours  given. 

1.  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers 

2 •  Chronic  Sick : 

90 

•  . 

2,05 8£ 

(a)  Aged  65  plus 

(b)  Aged  under  65  and  T.B. 

431 

33 

42,385* 

3.  Others: 

Including: 

(a)  Mental  Health 

(b)  Tuberculosis 

(c)  Blind 

(d)  Miscellaneous 

95 

5,710* 

Acute  Cases. 

1 

Accidents 

| 

TOTAL 

649  1 

50,155 

66#  cases  in  1968  were  over  65  and  83 %  total  hours  was  given  to  this  age  group. 
13#  cases  were  maternity  absorbing  only  4#  total  hours. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


In  this  division  we  have  tried  to  improve  the  standard  of  the  five  year  old 
medical  by  having  M.C.W.  records  and  up  to  date  medical  reports  available  at  the 
first  medical  examination*  School  Health  Consultation  clinics  are  being 
used  more  as  it  is  felt  that  these  give  the  Head  Teachers  the  opportunity 
to  immediately  refer  children  they  are  concerned  about  to  the  doctor. 

Audiometric  screen-testing  is  now  taking  place  in  the  Infant’s  schools  and 
during  1968  1,747  six  year  olds  were  tested  and  144  children  failed  this 
initial  sweep  test*  Annual  eye  testing  is  now  routinely  performed  in  all 
schools  and  infants  schools  will  be  visited  three  times  a  year  to  test 
entrants  eyes  in  their  first  term* 

Special  education  facilities  were  extended  in  this  area  when  the 
Brandies  Close  School  opened  in  September  1968*  Head  Teachers  are 
encouraged  to  refer  children  who  are  experiencing  educational  difficulties 
so  that  early  assessments  can  be  made,  and  if  necesaary  transfer  to  Longfield 
School  at  the  age  of  six.  There  are  110  children  at  Brandies  Close  School 
(12  -  16  years)  and  108  at  Longfield  (6-11  years).  There  are  now  five 
special  classes  for  emotionally  disturbed  and  retarded  childred  attached  to 
ordinary  schools  in  the  area. 

There  are  now  three  speech  therapists  in  this  division,  and  if  children  do 
not  respond  favourably  to  therapy  there  is  a  special  speech  therapy  unit  at 
Trotts  Hill  Infants  School  for  children  with  severe  defects. 

One  School  Medical  Officer  states  that  she  is  impressed  with  the  school 
childrens  standard  of  health  including  dental  hygiene* 

The  medical  staffing  position  in  the  division  continues  to  be  at  a 
seriously  low  level  and  I  would  pay  tribute  to  the  hard  work  of  the  school 
medical  officers  under  trying  conditions.  The  whole  time  medical  staff  remain 
at  three  and  efforts  to  recruit  more  have  been  unsuccessful. 


TABLE  I  -  R0YST0N. 

Inspection  of  School  Children  1968: 

Entrants  including  8  year  olds  74 

First  Year  Secondary  121 

Last  Year  Secondary  107 

TOTAL  302 

Number  of  special  inspections  76 

Number  of  re-inspections  24l 

TOTAL  317 

Total  inspection  619 

Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected: 

Satisfactory  302 

Found  to  require  treatment  - 

Percentage 
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TABLE  II 


B,C,G,  vaccination  11,  12  and  13  years  and  older  school  children: 

Number  of  children  offered  testing  and  vaccination 

if  necessary,  480 

Number  of  acceptances  459 

Percentage  of  acceptances  95.6$ 

Pre-vaccination  Tuberculin  Test: 

Number  tested  424 

Result  of  test 

Number  previously  converted  by  B.C.G.  15 

Number  positive  7 

Number  negative  3&3 

Number  not  ascertained  39 

Percentage  positive  1,6$ 

Number  vaccinated  363 

The  Consultant  Paediatrician  for  the  area,  Dr,  C.G.Fagg,  is  always 
available  for  consultation  and  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  his  help 
during  the  year. 

I  would  also  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  from  Dr,  C.  Firth 
Consultant  Geriatrician,  and  Dr,  B,  Mallet t  -  Consultant  Psychiatrist, 

Drs,  Roper  and  Gabriel  have  played  a  large  part  in  the  School 
Health  Service  and  I  am  grateful  to  them  also, 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  hospital  services  for  the  area  are  adminsitered  by  the  North 
West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  with  the  Luton  and  Hitchin 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  Addenbrooke 's  Hospital  is  administered 
by  the  United  Cambridge  Hospitals, 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL  SERVICES: 

North  Hertfordshire  Hospital,  Hitchin, 

Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin, 

Addenbrooke *s  Hospital,  Cambridge, 

MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  SERVICES: 

North  Hertfordshire  Maternity  Hospital,  Hitchin, 

CHEST  CLINIC: 


Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin, 
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LABORATORY  SERVICES: 


Dr.  A.T.  Willis, 

Director, 

Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital 
Lewsey  Road, 

Luton,  Beds. 

Dr.  G.R.E.  Maylor, 

Director, 

Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Tennis  Court  Road, 

Cambridge • 


The  following  sections  have  been  compiled  by  the  Public  Health 

Inspector 


SECTION  "C" 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

Water  Supply 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1968  indicates  that  following  the  installation  of 
new  pumps  and  other  works  at  the  Therfield  Heath  boreholes  a 
satisfactory  surplus  of  water  is  available  for  the  Royston  Area« 
Sampling  of  the  water  is  undertaken  in  the  main  by  the  Company  who 
have  reported  upon  239  bacteriological  and  9  chemical  samples  of 
water  as  being  satisfactory  and  of  a  purity  suitable  for  a  public 
water  supply «  Further  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the 
Cambridge  Public  Health  Laboratory,  these  also  were  reported  upon  as 
being  satisfactory 0 

The  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  have  kindly  supplied  the  following 
as  a  typical  report  on  the  water  supply  to  the  district o 


Sample  from  Fire  Station,  Royston  (Representative  L.V.W.Co.  supply 

to  Royston  Urban  District) 

Taken  by  Date  l8th  September,  1968  Time  llolO 


Expressed  in  Milligrammes  per  Litre 


Chemical  Results 

Appearance  -  clear  and  bright 
Colour  (Burgess)-  Less  than  3 


Odour/Taste  Nil/Nil 
Turbidity  0 
Conductivity  440 
Total  Solids  330 
pH  7o2 
Free  CO2  27 
Alkalinity  (CaCo-^)  220 
Carbonate  Hardness  220 
Non-Carbonate  Hardness  40 
Total  Hardness  260 


Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0o02 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0o00 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  5°3 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  0o00 

Oxygen  Absorbed  0o00 

Fluoride  -  Less  than  0o2 

Silica  18 

Iron  -  Less  than  0o02 

Other  Metals  Absent 

Phosphate  0o04 

Residual  Chlorine  Nil 

Temperature  °C  13 
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REPORT  ON  WATER  SAMPLES  (Continued) 


CATION 

Milli¬ 
grammes 
per  Litre 

Milli- 
equivalents 
per  Litre 

ANION 

Milli¬ 
grammes 
per  Litre 

Milli- 
equivalents 
per  Litre 

Calcium 

98  oO 

4o92 

Carbonate 

132 

4o40 

Magnesium 

3o3 

Oo28 

Sulphate 

16 

Oo33 

Sodium 

5o7 

Oo  25 

Chloride 

13 

Oo36 

Potassium 

1*3 

0o03 

Nitrate 

24 

Oo38 

TOTAL 

IO80  3 

5o48 

TOTAL 

185 

5.V7 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAMINATION 

Noo  of  Colonies 

1  day  at  37°C 

2  days  at  37°C 

3  days  at  20°C 

Developing  on  Agar 

0  per 

ml 

1  per 

ml 

2  per  ml 

Present 

in 

Absent 

from 

Probable  No„ 

Presumptive  Coli- 
Aerogenes 

IZ> 

ml 

100 

ml 

0  per  100  ml 

EoColi 

— 

ml 

100 

ml 

0  per  100  ml 

CloWelchii 

— 

ml 

ml 

Relative  hardness  of  the  water  is  indicated  so  that  no  problems 
of  plumbo  solvency  should  arise 0 

Fluoride  as  a  natural  constituent  of  the  water  is  shown  as  less 
than  0o2  milligrammes  per  litre 0  Requests  to  the  Company  to  institute 
fluoridation  of  the  supply  to  the  District  have  resulted  in  a  report 
that-  it  is  not  at  present  possible  to  do  this  for  the  District  in 
isolation  as  considerable  interchange  of  water  takes  place  with 
surrounding  Districts  who  have  not  yet  made  requests  for  fluoridation 
of  these  supplies 0 

SWIMMING  POOL 

Samples  of  the  water  at  both  inlet  and  outlet  to  the  pool  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Cambridge  Public  Health  Laboratory  with 
satisfactory  results 0  Opportunity  is  taken  when  sampling  to  check 
on  the  chlorine  concentration  and  pH  levels  of  the  water  and  these 
again  proved  satisfactory o 

MERIDIAN  SWIMMING  POOL 

This  open  air  pool  is  provided  with  an  efficient  filtration  and 
chlorination  plant  and  is  regularly  sampled  by  the  County  Inspector,, 

(2) 


HOUSING 


(a)  New  Properties 

New  properties  erected  during  the  year  numbered  20  flats  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  69  houses  by  private  enterprise . 

(b)  Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  commencement  was  made  on  a  systematic  inspection 
of  all  properties  in  the  southern  central  area  of  the  town.  To  this 
end  14  small  areas  were  marked  and  each  area  is  being  surveyed  in 
turno  Six  areas  have  so  far  been  inspected  and  as  a  result  17  houses 
have  been  reported  upon  as  being  unfit.  Following  the  Housing  Act 
procedures,  4  demolition  orders  have  been  made  with  two  families 
re-housedo  Action  on  the  remaining  properties  is  proceeding. 

(c )  Improvement 

Early  in  the  year  the  Government  White  Paper  “Old  Houses  in  to 
New  Homes’*  was  published.  In  this  significant  changes  in  the 
improvement  schemes  were  forshadowed,  the  most  important  of  which  was 
the  proposal  to  repeal  the  Improvement  Area  legislation.  Replacement 
of  this  by  a  voluntary  improvement  area  wherein  owners  and  the  local 
authority  would  co-operate  in  improving  the  areas  as  a  whole  was 
proposed.  The  full  extent  of  this  will  only  be  seen  when  the  Bill  is 
presented  to  Parliament.  In  the  meantime  however  inspections  of 
possible  Improvement  Areas  are  progressing. 

In  this  section  mention  must  be  made  of  the  improvements  to  the 
22  older  properties  purchased  by  the  Council  last  year.  14  of  the 
properties  have  been  completed  with  the  provision  of  damp  proof 
courses,  installation  of  bathrooms  and  other  minor  improvements. 
Commencement  of  the  second  phase  of  8  properties  is  scheduled  for  the 
new  year. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  number  of  Standard  Grant  applications  received  during  the 
year  remained  at  the  same  level  as  last  year,  15°  Approvals  are  one 
less,  being  accounted  for  by  an  overlap  in  to  1969°  f^ie  amount  paid 
by  way  of  Grant  shows  a  marked  drop,  £1,503?  compared  with  £2,40?  in 
1967°  This  would  indicate  a  trend  towards  conversion  of  bedrooms 
into  bathrooms  rather  than  the  building  on  of  new  structures. 

However,  it  is  the  number  of  applications  and  approvals  that  should 
be  examined  rather  than  the  amounts  paid. 

Discretionary  Grant  applications  and  approvals  show  a  marked 
decrease,  3  as  against  7  in  1967?  with  a  corresponding  reduction  in 
amounts  paid,  £836  compared  with  £1,662  in  1967° 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  (Continued) 


Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  became  noticeable  that  a 
trailing  off  was  occurring  in  the  number  of  applications  and  informal 
enquiries  being  received®  It  is  difficult  at  this  stage  to  advance 
any  reason  for  this.  It  may  be  that  publication  of  the  White  Paper 
giving  changes  in  the  Grant  system  may  have  some  affect.  The  amount 
of  Standard  Grant  is  proposed  to  be  increased  from  £155  to  £200,  the 
requirement  for  a  ventilated  food  store  deleted  and  aid  for  the 
installation  of  a  sink  inserted.  The  Discretionary  limit  is  also 
to  be  raised  with  a  number  of  administrative  changes  applicable  to 
both  types  of  Grant.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  the  Housing  Bill 
is  about  to  come  before  Parliament  and  its  final  shape  as  an  Act  is 
awaited. 

The  following  tables  show  the  progress  of  Improvement  applications 
and  approvals  since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme. 


STANDARD  GRANTS 


Number  of 
applications 
received 

1959-63 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

44 

9 

10 

14 

15 

15 

Number  of 
applications 
approved 

4l 

~T~ 

8 

10 

14 

15 

14 

Total  paid  by  way 
of  grant 

£2,647. 
7s .  2d . 

£304 
3s.  4d. 

£1,055- 
17s.  8d. 

£1,375* 
4s 0  4d. 

£2,407. 
Is.  3d. 

£1,503. 
12s. 7d. 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Number  of 
applications 
received 

1959-63 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

21 

3 

2 

2 

7 

3 

Number  of 
applications 
approved 

18 

3 

2 

2 

7 

3 

Total  paid  by  way 
of  grant 

£3,662. 
13s. 8d. 

£1,025. 

£225. 

£403. 

5s.  Od, 

£1,662. 
19s . 6d 0 

£836 

7s. 6d. 
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HOUSING  ACT, 


As  was  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1967  one  requisition  for  the 
Council  to  exercise  its  powers  to  secure  the  compulsory  improvement 
of  a  dwelling  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year<>  This  was 
satisfactorily  completed  during  the  current  yearc  A  further 
requisition  was  received  in  respect  of  another  house  but  following 
discussions  with  the  tenant  and  owner  the  matter  was  resolved  without 
recourse  to  statutory  action,, 


CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  two  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Urban  District 
containing  two  caravans 0  No  problems  have  arisen  with  gypsies  or 
other  itinerant  campers  due  probably  to  greater  attractions  in 
surrounding  districts  and  the  absence  of  any  site  where  caravans 
could  be  parked  without  too  much  attention  being  drawn  to  them0 

FACTORIES 

An  Appendix  to  the  Report  gives  the  statistical  information 
required  by  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  on  the 
application  of  the  Factories  Act  in  the  Districto 

Very  little  change  has  occurred  during  the  year  and  the 
following  list  of  manufacturers  and  trades  shows  the  diversity  of 
industry  in  the  town,. 


Food  manufacture  and  packing  2 
Agricultural  Engineering  2 
Flour  and  seed  mills  2 
Lamp  shade  manufacture  2 
Light  Engineering  6 
Motor  vehicle  repairs  6 
Printing  2 
Builders  and  Masons  5 
Precious  metal  refiners  1 
Fertilizer  manufacture  1 
Concrete  products  1 
Miscellaneous,  including  non-power 

factories  and  building  sites  .  13 


43 

Three  outworkers  have  been  notified  during  the  year ,  all  engaged 
in  the  making  up  of  wearing  apparel o 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 

Due  to  pressures  of  other  work,  mainly  in  the  field  of  housing, 
not  as  many  visits  were  made  to  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of 
the  Act  as  would  have  been  likedo  Whilst  initial  inspection  continued 
to  bring  all  premises  up  to  standard,  repeat  visits  were  not  always 
possible o  However,  indications  are  that  the  majority  of  premises 
comply  with  the  major  items  and  infringements  found  were  only  of 
minor  consequence o 


Two  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year,  one  concerned  a 
blow  back  in  an  oven  in  a  local  hotel  and  the  other  concerned  lifting 
of  goods o  In  both  cases  it  was  felt  that  no  further  action  was 
necessary o 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

lo  Number  of  properties  in  district 

20  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3 o  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

(b)  (i)  Rats 
(ii)  Mice 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

2,860 

21 

167 

8 

73 

8 

6 

— 

70 

4 

33 

2 

2 

— 

Sewers 

40  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats 
during  the  year? 


A  small  number  of  sewers 
were  found  to  be  infested* 


Notifications  from  the  public  have  shown  a  reduction  this  year, 
56  complaint  as  against  77  in  1967?  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
maintenance  of  large  amounts  of  bait  at  known  infestation  points  so 
that  the  emergent  colonies  are  reduced  before  they  spread* 

Rodent  control  has  been  under  contract  to  Rentokil  Laboratories 
Ltd*  who  have  maintained  a  very  satisfactory  service  through  the 
year . 
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RODENT  CONTROL  (Continued) 


Sewer  infestation  must  again  be  notified  although  infestation 
is  only  about  k% 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued® 

COMPLAINTS 


There  was  a  fall  in  the  number  of  complaints  received  -  90  as 
against  139  in  1967 o  This  is  due  to  fewer  complaints  of  rodents  and 


wasps.  Analysis  of  the  complaints  shows 
following  categories: 

that  they  fall 

into 

Rats 

(72) 

31 

Mice 

(  5) 

3 

Housing  Conditions 

(13) 

12 

Food 

(  1) 

2 

Insect  Pests  (Wasps  Nests) 

(42) 

10 

Miscellaneous 

(  6) 

10 

MARKET 

The  twice  weekly  market  has  been  well  maintained  during  the 
year  but  with  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  food  stalls  to  which  the 
Food  Hygiene  and  Market  Stall  Regulations  apply®  Food  traders 
regularly  occupying  stalls  are  made  up  as  follows 


Greengrocers 
Wet  Fish 
Sweets 

Meat  and  Poultry 


Wednesdays 

6 

1 

1 


Saturdays 

3 

1 

1 


PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT®  1963 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  preservation  of  meat 
or  manufacture  of  sausages  remains  at  1,  and  is  only  concerned  with 
the  boiling  of  ham® 

There  are  no  premises  manufacturing  ice  cream  in  the  District; 
also  there  are  no  soft  ice  cream  machines  operating  in  shops®  The 
19  registered  premises  sell  only  pre-packed  products  of  the  National 
manufacturers® 


Samples  of  ice  creams  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  were  all  returned  as  being  Grade  1® 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 


Milk  is  supplied  to  the  District  by  two  large  Dairies,  sampling 
from  which  for  compositional  and  keeping  quality  is  undertaken  by 
the  County  Council,  who  are  also  the  Registration  Authority  for 
Dairies  and  distributors 0 

The  Local  Council  licences  shops  selling  milk  over  the  counter 
in  the  same  containers  as  it  was  received  by  the  shopkeeper «,  There 
are  2  such  sellers  of  milk  licensed,  a  decrease  of  two  on  the 
previous  year0 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  list  of  food  premises,  classified  according  to 
the  main  trade  carried  on,  indicate  the  extent  to  which  the  District 
is  cateredo 

All  premises  are  properly  fitted  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  again  any  infringements  found  have  been  of  a  minor 
nature  and  rectified  on  the  spoto 

A  number  of  notices  requesting  customers  not  to  bring  dogs 
into  foodstores  are  exhibited  as  are  notices  requesting  customers 
not  to  smoke  in  the  premises «  Both  these  are  welcome  trends  and 
one  hopes  to  see  an  extension  of  this  practice o 


Butchers 
Grocers 
Greengrocers 
Wet  -Fish 
Fried  Fish 
Sweet  Shops 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Off  Licences 
Public  Houses 
Hotels 


5 
11 

4 

3 

2 

6 

3 

2 

7 

3 


FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

Two  complaints  were  received  during  the  yearc  In  the  first  an 
insect  was  found  embedded  in  the  crust  of  a  sliced  loaf  manufactured 
outside  the  Districto  The  insect  was  identified  as  a  species  of 
night  flying  beetle  not  normally  associated  with  buildings  or  food. 
The  manufacturers  expressed  their  extreme  concern  at  this 
occurrence o  The  second  concerned,  what  was  subsequently  identified 
as  milk  scale,  in  a  pint  bottle  of  milk  delivered  to  a  house  in  the 
Districto 

Both  complaints  were  satisfactorily  settled  without  the  need 
for  formal  actiono 
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UNFIT  FOOD 


During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  food  were  inspected  and 
voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unfit;- 


Tinned; - 


Meat 

61 

lbs 

Vegetables 

364 

lbs 

Fruit 

280 

lbs 

Miscellaneous 

89 

lbs 

Sausages 

202 

lbs 

Cheese 

12 

lbs 

Bacon 

50 

lbs 

Totals  9  cwtso  1  qr0  22  lbs0 
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APPENDIX  I 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT  q  1961  


Premises 

Noo  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

i, 

I.  Factories  in  which 

Secso  1,  2,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

5 

2 

- 

II 0  Factories  not  included 
in  (I)  in  which  Sec0  7 
is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

36 

20 

- 

IIIo  Other  premises  in 
which  SeCo  7  is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers) 

4 

4 

- 

TOTAL 

43 

24 

- 

- 
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APPENDIX  I  (Continued) 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

Number 
of  Pros¬ 
ecutions 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temp® 
(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Vent® 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Outworkers 

There  are  three  outworkers  reported  in  the  District  employed 
on  the  making  of  "Wearing  apparel "® 


(11) 


APPENDIX  II 


THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

TABLE  A  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Total 
number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end 
of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during 
the  year 

Offices 

1 

33 

10 

Retail  Shops 

- 

66 

23 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

- 

1 

- 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

- 

7 

7 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

1 

- 

TABLE  B 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  ) 
INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES  ) 
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APPENDIX  II  (Continued) 


TABLE  C  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


(1) 

Class  of  workplace 

(2) 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

213 

Retail  Shops 

333 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

5 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 
Public 

33 

Canteens 

1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

3 

Total 

612 

Total  Males 

193 

Total  Females 

417 

TABLE  D 


Number  of  inspectors 
appointed  under  Section 
52(1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act 

Number  of  other  staff 
employed  for  jnost  of 
their  time  on  work  in 
connection  with  the  Act 


INSPECTORS 


i 


Nil 
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